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CONSTRUCT	TO	PROVIDE	CORONAVIRUS	RELATED	EMERGENCY	RENTAL	ASSISTANCE	

The	Towns	of	Great	Barrington	and	Lenox	Affordable	Housing	Trusts	are	partnering	with	Construct,	Inc.	
to	provide	emergency	rental	assistance	to	Lenox	tenants	and	landlords	who	find	themselves	financially	
struggling	during	the	COVID-19	crisis.	The	Affordable	Housing	Trust	is	allocating	funds	received	from	the	
local	Community	Preservation	Act	surcharge	and	granted	to	the	Trust	in	previous	Annual	Town	
Meetings.	Applications	will	be	available	on	the	Town	of	Lenox	website	(www.townoflenox.com)	and	
Construct’s	website	(www.constructinc.org),	in	English	and	Spanish	as	of	April	10.	Construct	has	
interpretive	services	as	needed.	To	qualify,	tenants	need	to	make	less	than	100%	of	the	Area	Median	
Income	(AMI)	and	be	able	to	pay	at	least	35%	of	their	monthly	income	for	their	rent.	While	the	
Affordable	Housing	Trusts	will	provide	funds,	Construct	will	administrate	the	program.	This	partnership	
also	ensures	that	residents	will	get	connected	to	existing	resources	as	need	is	demonstrated.		

June	Wolfe,	Construct	Housing	Director	noted	that,	“Housing	is	healthcare,”	and	that	by	helping	
residents	stay	in	their	homes,	and	helping	landlords	make	the	income	they	need	to	keep	the	home	or	
apartment	safe	and	habitable;	everybody	wins.	Jane	Ralph,	Construct	Executive	Director	noted	this	will	
help	shore	up	the	local	economy	by	maintaining	cash	flow	and	helping	“mom	and	pop”	landlords	who	
may	not	have	the	same	level	of	resources	available	to	them	to	help	alleviate	pressure	on	their	tenants.		

“If	you’ve	lost	your	job	or	your	hours	have	been	cut,	we’ll	help	with	the	resources	we	have.”	Says	
Courtney	Kimball,	Project	Home	Coordinator,	“We’ll	help	our	neighbors	navigate	all	available	supports	
and	provide	direct	assistance	as	long	as	we	can	and	the	need	exists.	It’s	what	Construct	has	always	
done.”	

Construct	is	working	with	other	funding	sources	to	provide	similar	rental	assistance	across	the	South	
Berkshires.	Applications	will	be	accepted	starting	April	15th	and	apply	to	rent	in	May	and	subsequent	
months	as	need	and	resources	allow.	

For	rental	assistance,	Courtney	Kimball	(ckimball@constructberkshire.org)	or	413.429.4143	


